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THE CURRICULUM AT NEWBARNS
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Our aim in all areas of the curriculum is to achieve the highest possible standards for each pupil.  Whilst fulfilling the requirements of the National Curriculum are paramount for our school, we also aim to go above and beyond these statutory requirements.
As a staff, we have worked hard to ensure continuity and progression throughout the school.  We are proud of our enriched, creative curriculum that makes learning fun.  It includes learning from visitors, going on visits and whole school events.  Further details can be found in our Curriculum Enhancement document  - https://newbarns.cumbria.sch.uk/menu-1/4313-curriculum.html
We also utilise the skills of additional specialist teachers for subjects such as Computing, Educational Visits (Residentials), Music, French and PE.  Almost all of these specialists are permanent members of staff who oversee their subject areas throughout the school whilst also teaching and assessing much of the curriculum content as well. In addition to having these specialist teachers, children also benefit from having their class teachers supporting them during these lessons as well.
ASSESSMENT  
Children undergo reading, writing and mathematical assessments at regular intervals and their progress is closely monitored to help identify progress and diagnose any specific problems. Science is assessed by teachers in Early Years and Key Stage 1 when completing practical work in class. In Key Stage 2, end of topic science assessments are completed alongside teacher observations of the children working scientifically. Assessment of children is carried out in line with National Curriculum requirements and is, therefore, a continuous process.  This enables teachers to plan and organise the next stage of work for the individual child. 
Children are also assessed when they come into school which enables staff to gain an accurate picture of the child’s skills and understanding.  At the end of each Key Stage (Year 2 and Year 6), children are assessed using Standard Assessment Tasks and Tests.  This provides both parents and staff with a clear understanding of the child’s development and progress through each Key Stage.  Year 1 children undergo the phonics screening check and those who have not reached the required standard have their attainment in phonics checked the following year. Throughout the school, children’s progress is recorded through an individual tracking system.
In addition, on starting school, every child is given a “Memories Folder” in which to keep examples of good work and achievements throughout their time at Newbarns.  These are presented to them when they leave the school.   
The Early Years Curriculum
The provision for children’s development and learning in Nursery and Reception is guided by the Early Years Foundation Stage and our provision reflects the principles from this Statutory Framework. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences between birth and the age of five have a major impact on their future life chances. The four guiding principles that shape our practice in the early years are:
· Every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.

· Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships.

· Children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support from adults, who respond to their interests and needs and help them to build their learning over time. Children benefit from a strong partnership between practitioners, parents and/or carers.

· Importance of learning and Development. Children develop and learn at different rates. The framework covers the education and care of all children in early years provision, including children with special educational needs and disabilities.
The Early Years Foundation Stage promotes teaching and learning to give children a broad range of knowledge and skills that will provide the right foundations for good future progress through school and life. This is delivered through developmentally appropriate adult led activities, before encouraging children to use continuous provision opportunities to develop their learning further. The areas of development in the Early Years comprise of seven areas of learning:
Prime Areas
· Communication and Language - Listening, Attention and Understanding, Speaking.

· Personal, Social and Emotional Development - Self-Regulation, Managing Self, Building Relationships.
· Physical development - Gross Motor Skills, Fine Motor Skills

The prime areas are particularly important for building a foundation for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, forming relationships and thriving.
Specific Areas
· Literacy – Comprehension, Word Reading, Writing.

· Mathematics – Number, Number Patterns.

· Understanding the world – Past and Present, People, Culture and Communities, The Natural World.

· Expressive arts and design – Creating with Materials, Being Imaginative and Expressive.

The specific areas include essential skills and knowledge, through which, the prime areas are strengthened and applied. 
Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning
When planning and guiding learning, teachers also reflect on the different rates at which children are developing and adjust their practice appropriately. The three characteristics are: Playing and Exploring, Active Learning, Creating and Thinking Critically.
Play
Well planned play in a secure environment, both indoors and outdoors, is a key way in which young children learn with enjoyment and challenge.  Through play, with effective adult support, children can: 
· build up confidence through exploration, develop and represent learning experiences that help them make sense of the world.

· Practise and build up ideas, concepts and skills, set their own goals and solve problems.

· Learn how to control impulses and understand the need for rules.

· Be alone, be alongside others or co-operate as they talk or rehearse their feelings.

· Take risks and make mistakes.

· Think creatively and imaginatively.

· Communicate with others 

· Express fears or relieve anxious experiences in controlled and safe situations.
Assessment
Assessment plays an important part in helping parents, carers and teachers recognise children’s progress, understand their needs and to plan activities and support. Ongoing assessment is an integral part of the learning and developmental process, and involves teachers knowing children’s achievement and interests, and then shaping teaching and learning to reflect that knowledge. Statutory assessment takes place at the start and end of the reception year. The Reception Baseline Assessment is a short assessment, taken place in the first six weeks in which a child starts in reception. Then in the final term of the year, the Early Years Foundation Profile will be completed. This offers parents, carers and teachers with a well-rounded picture of a child’s knowledge, understanding and abilities, their attainment against the expected levels of the early learning goals and their readiness for year 1.
National Curriculum 
The National Curriculum defines those subjects to be studied by pupils during their school life. For primary schools these consist of English, Mathematics and Science, known as core subjects, together with Computing, Design Technology, History, Geography, Music, Art/Design and PE, known as foundation subjects, plus RE.  
The National Curriculum aims to give pupils a better all-round education and makes transition between schools easier and more effective.
Delivery of the National Curriculum 
The curriculum has been planned to ensure that all the foundation subjects are taught in accordance with requirements of the National Curriculum.  
The content of the National Curriculum has therefore played a central role in the curriculum planning of the whole school.  National Curriculum documentation and the associated class planning procedure can be seen on request to the Head teacher, but this is also available on our website.
Whilst targets are set for each child's year group within the National Curriculum subjects, it is the objective of the school to promote achievement beyond these levels complementary to the individual child's ability.  In addition, we aim to promote a school curriculum wider than that prescribed within the National guidelines.
English
English work involves a variety of skills.  Competence in language develops through the interaction of listening, speaking, reading, writing and the children's own experiences. Stimulus can come from topic work, poetry, drama, music, art and English lessons.  Language skills are taught by encouraging children to: -
  - listen attentively and for pleasure
  - observe and respond
  - convey meaning clearly and accurately through speech
  - read fluently with expression and understanding
  - produce quality writing reflecting widening knowledge
  - acquire enjoyment, knowledge and information from books 
  - extend their range of expression and experience through dramatic activities.
                           
There is also an important place for the teaching of formal English.  Spelling, phonics, punctuation and grammar play an integral role in the development of literacy skills.  The school considers correct letter formation and a high standard of handwriting and presentation to be very important and they are taught rigorously. Every child keeps a progress book which tracks the development of their writing from Years 1 to 6.
Immense value is placed on the acquisition of reading skills.  It is our goal that all children leave Newbarns being able to read fluently, having developed a love of reading for pleasure.  To this end, all children from Reception Year onward are actively encouraged to take their reading book home daily.   Reading for pleasure is promoted in many ways, such as rewards from the book vending machine, well-stocked libraries and employing a librarian, story times in classes etc. Even our younger children are given a reading for pleasure book, along with their phonics levelled book.
Until September 2023, the school followed the Letters and Sounds programme for the teaching of phonics, supplemented by Jolly Phonics, Phonics Play and Twinkl Phonics. A leading literacy consultant levelled books according to each phonic phase.  From September 2023, the school followed Twinkl Phonics.  Strong due diligence was followed in choosing this scheme and a large investment made in time and the purchase of resources and training.  Every member of staff in school has completed appropriate training.  More information can be found here - https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/twinkl-phonics/level-2-twinkl-phonics
Mathematics
The children develop their knowledge and understanding of basic mathematical concepts through carefully structured practical work and first hand experiences.
The school follows the national guidance to teach children the appropriate skills.  Its implementation is supported by a range of high quality resources.  Pupils are set in upper Key Stage Two according to ability.
Each set is taught the same area of mathematics at the same time, however each child studies these areas to different depths of understanding depending upon their individual capability. The setting system extends enormously the capabilities of the more mathematically able child, while providing more support for the child who needs consolidation.
In mathematics, the need to solve problems effectively and apply knowledge to daily life is emphasised.  We achieve this through co-operative group work, providing the children with opportunities to discuss, question, generalise and evaluate their work.  Children are encouraged to explain their results and methods of working.
Our mathematics curriculum helps to develop computational skills, mental agility, precision in measurement, reliability in estimating and approximating and a sound understanding of mathematical concepts.  The school follows White Rose Maths. https://whiterosemaths.com/resources/primary 
Science
In science, we aim to develop the knowledge and ‘working scientifically’ skills of all children.  This will encourage them to question, explore and investigate the world of science. They will acquire a full understanding of scientific phenomena whilst developing their ‘scientific enquiry’ skills.   
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Pupils have the opportunity to develop a knowledge and understanding of: -
  -  plants
  -  seasonal changes
  -  animals including humans
  -  life processes and living things
  -  living things and their habitats
  -  evolution and inheritance
  -  everyday materials
  -  earth and space
  -  light, sound and electricity
  -  forces
  - the use of technology
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History
The subject of history is a stimulating and engaging aspect of the curriculum.  It is taught discretely as well as being developed through other areas of the curriculum, for example literacy.  Children become actively involved in learning about historical events around the world through various topic areas.  Furthermore, we take advantage of local resources to learn about history and its influences on our locality.
Through history we encourage children to:
  - Develop a sense of time and chronology 
  - Learn methods of historical enquiry
- Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, as well as how the past influences the present and future
- Gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world
- Ask critical questions, consider evidence and develop perspective and judgement
- Consider the lives and experiences of others, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identities and challenges of time.
Topics covered as the children move through school include:
Me and my Family, Olden Day Toys, Explorers, Beatrix Potter, The Victorian Household, The Great Fire of London, The Stone to Iron Age, The Romans in Britain, The Anglo Saxons, The Vikings, Ancient Greece, Ancient Egypt, Mayan Civilisation and Victorians. And key historical figures.

Geography
Like history, geography is taught both discretely and as an integral part of other curriculum areas.  We aim to inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination of the world and the people in it.  The children learn key geographical facts and vocabulary.  We believe learning through fieldwork is an essential aspect of geography.  Children are provided with opportunities to explore the environment through residential visits, and school trips in the local area.  Such experiences enable children to develop geographical skills of questioning, enquiry-based learning, investigation, problem solving and decision making.
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Throughout their time at Newbarns, children will have had opportunities to:
 
  - Develop field study and geographical enquiry skills
- Interpret a range of sources of geographical information including maps, globes and aerial photographs
- Explore local, national and global scales of activity
- Participate in residential visits
- Compare the similarities and differences of their local area with those of a location in the wider world.
Technology
Computing is a part of the curriculum in all classes.  The school is developing the curriculum to integrate Information Technology into topic-based work.  Children are given confidence to become familiar with the computer keyboard and other hardware and this enables them to develop the necessary hand and eye co-ordination skills.  Information and Communication Technology is both an important subject in itself and a means for making other subjects “come to life”.  There are a range of iPads, laptops and an interactive white board in each classroom, and a central ICT suite with 33 networked computers. This enables our children to have a head start in this changing world of computer technology.  Children learn a wide range of computer skills from handling a mouse in early years to using the Internet, Email and multimedia authoring in KS2.  
Introduction and development of expertise in storing, finding, presenting, retrieving and amending information is encouraged.  The older pupils are encouraged to organise, develop and present ideas in a variety of graphic forms, which often result from investigations requiring the analysis of data previously stored in databases.  
Design Technology is the process of designing and making things by manipulating material to produce an intended outcome.  This involves recognising the nature of the problem, identifying possible solutions and then testing them through construction and evaluation of the outcome.  The subject is generally taught as a problem solving activity across the curriculum.  This type of activity for children helps to develop and stretch their imagination, inventiveness, resourcefulness, and flexibility.  Pupils have the opportunity of designing and making a variety of working models.  Children are also encouraged to handle and evaluate existing products.
STEM
Science, technology, engineering, and mathematics is a broad term used to group together these academic disciplines. Children in school take part in STEM activities which may be led by STEM Ambassadors from BAE Systems or other industries. We are a longstanding member of the Barrow Engineering Partnership (BEP) which is a group of schools collaborating to promote STEM education.  These ten primary schools work with Furness Education and Skills Partnership (FESP) and The Royal Academy of Engineering, as well as local colleges and industries. 
Food Technology is also an important part of the design technology curriculum.  Basic food preparation skills are taught as well as how to follow instructions, plan and prepare food and meals to encourage healthy eating.  
Art/Design
As well as learning techniques in drawing, painting and printing, the children work with clay and other modelling materials, collage and textiles. 
Our programme of work provides opportunities for all pupils to:
 - improve powers of observation and use the visual language (line, shape, colour,     
    tone, volume, texture) to make artistic responses 
  - express their ideas, feelings and emotions through this language
  - experience as wide a range of two-dimensional and three-dimensional media as 
    possible and develop skills in the handling of these 
  - develop the critical skills and vocabulary to enable them to evaluate their own 
    work and that of others
  - experience working with artists and crafts persons
  - use ICT.

PE 
PE is a key element in our school’s curriculum. We aim to develop the children’s co-ordination, stamina and enjoyment of all physical activity. We hope to give all our children a good start on the pathway to a healthy and active life.
Every child is given an equal opportunity of participating in sports activities regardless of ability. The teaching of games skills is seen as a progression which begins in the early years and develops throughout the children’s time in school. As the children grow older, skills are learned, practised, and improved. Small sided team games are introduced and competitive games played. PE helps the children to play fairly and to co-operate. 
Swimming is taught as a vital life skill in Key Stage 2. We endeavour to ensure that as many of the children as possible leave our school able to swim a length and have basic survival skills. 
We teach creative dance in school as part of cross-curricular topics and for performance in shows and assemblies. Gymnastics and athletics are taught in our main hall and on the spacious school field.
Teaching is delivered by our teaching staff but often enhanced by the use of qualified specialist coaches, supplemented by Sports Premium funding. 
Among the out-of-hours sports clubs meeting regularly during the year are; football, hockey, rugby, table-tennis, tennis, karate, netball, dance, rounders, basketball and gymnastics. Our very successful APE (Active Playtime Encouragers) Club is run by child activity leaders at break-times.
The school fields many teams in local, county and national competitions. Our netball, rounders, football, basketball, cross-country, tag-rugby, indoor- athletics and hockey teams have all competed in local competitions and the children are rightly proud to have represented school.  Over the years we have enjoyed success at many levels. 
Competition within school is important and elements of competition are often part of curriculum lessons. We hold annual inter-house sports competitions in Key Stage 2 and have a ‘Big Sports Day’ of competitive team games for years 3, 4 and 5 children.
Pupils are introduced to local sports clubs, gyms and introduced to outdoor activities that enable them to make healthy choices for life.
Music
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The school encourages music as a worthwhile activity in the curriculum and musical productions for parents and friends are regular events.  A purpose built music room houses a wide range of instruments and a music teacher develops composition and expertise in the subject across the school. Keyboard, djembe drums, glockenspiel and ukulele are taught and specialist tuition is available for keyboard.  Children have the experience of listening weekly to a wide range of music as part of our school assemblies.  The much acclaimed school choir often sings at venues in town and further afield.
Religious Education
Religious Education is an essential part of children's general development, building on their experience and growing awareness of themselves and their relationship with others and with the natural world.   The children are made aware of the multi-cultural, multi-ethnic nature of today’s society.  Christianity and the Christian tradition play a central role in the Religious Education Curriculum.  The Religious Education curriculum is based upon the Agreed Syllabus for Cumbria, which enables the children to be made aware of a second religion in Key Stage 1 and a further religion in Key Stage 2.
The Education Acts of 1944 and 1988 give parents the right to withdraw their children from Religious Education sessions, if they do not agree with the school's approach to this subject.
The school complies with the 1988 Education Reform Act.  We are not affiliated to any religious denomination.  However, representatives of local churches and other places of worship are invited, from time to time, to take assemblies and participate in Religious Education.  Visits are made to local places of worship.  Parents are notified on these occasions and may withdraw their children from such events.
 

French
 

Learning a language enriches the curriculum. It provides excitement, enjoyment and challenges for children. The skills, knowledge and understanding gained can make a major contribution to the development of children's oracy, literacy and to their understanding of their own culture and those of others.
 

Learning a foreign language provides a valuable educational, social and cultural experience for pupils. It helps them to develop communication skills including key skills of speaking and listening as well as extending their knowledge of how language works. Learning another language gives children a new perspective on the world, encouraging them to understand their own cultures and those of others.
 

Relationships and Health Education (RHE)
 

RHE is lifelong learning about physical, moral and emotional development. Across the school we aim to provide our children with the building blocks of being physically and mentally healthy, understanding relationships, including online contact, and good digital wellbeing. Following the ‘Jigsaw’ programme, pupils will learn about the benefits and importance of having hobbies and interests, taking part in daily exercise, good nutrition and sufficient sleep. We also aim to give pupils the language and knowledge to understand the normal range of emotions that everyone experiences in daily life. Through the delivery of weekly ‘Jigsaw’ sessions, we aim to give each child the information they need to make good decisions about their own health and wellbeing, to recognise issues in themselves and others, and seek support as early as possible when issues arise.
 

Assembly/Collective Worship
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There is a form of collective worship for all children at some time during every school day and the children are given the opportunity of regularly participating in class and year group assemblies.  
Assembly takes various shapes and forms.  We hold “Praise" assemblies, where individual and group achievements are presented to be shared and praised by the whole school. A range of assemblies are taken in class or collectively by the Headteacher, or other visitors, all based around the month’s Value.
Class teachers take it in turn to hold class assemblies in which the children take part.  In "Good Work Assemblies" children from year groups present a wide variety of work to share with the rest of the school and parents.  
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